. ARS marks were visible in the otoliths of 89 specimens, with the oldest fi sh having an age of 5 +. Such mark retention of in excess of 5 years means that bath-marking with ARS is a valuable method for monitoring whitefi sh from Lake Łebsko during a current recovery programme for this endemic population.
Introduction
The fi sh marking method developed by Hettler (1984) , consisting of fi sh immersion in solutions of fl uorescent dyes, created new possibilities for monitoring populations of endangered species. Previous studies concerned with the use of fi sh marking by means of fl uorochromes have focused only on the application itself or on qualitative aspects of such activities (Blom et al. 1994 , Brooks et al. 1994 , Beckman & Schulz 1996 and were of an experimental nature. Chemical marks, in contrast to other tagging methods, are the most suitable tools for the evaluation of large-scale stocking of small juveniles (Baer & Rösch 2008) because such methods must be suitable for application to large numbers of small fi sh, handling stress should be kept to a minimum, markers should be retained for several months, and the marking process and
